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Overview

The California Climate Action Registry was created to both certify firms’ GHG emissions and to induce reductions in emissions over time.  We evaluate the performance of this carbon registry from its inception in 2000 until 2008.  We examine which types of firms within the capped and uncapped sectors participated, whether they report direct and indirect emissions, what types of gases they reported, and how long they participated.  We also evaluate the extent of sectoral participation to determine whether information useful to regulators was generated by the registry.  Finally, we evaluate trends in firm-specific emissions over this time period to determine whether any firms reduced their emission as a result of the registry and the possible offset credits associated with it.    
Methods

Empirical analyses were conduct on data provided in the reports submitted to the California Climate Registry from 2000 to 2008. In addition the legislative evolution of the registry was analyzed as were changes in the registry’s internal certification procedures. 
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