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Overview
The global Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) market is continuously in a state of flux occasioned by technological advancement and economics, in addition to the quest for both demand and supply security. With the advent of additional LNG supplies from both Australia, Papua New Guinea, etc,  and volumes flowing into the spot market, LNG supply is witnessing even more dynamism as there are varied options of LNG supplies into the market. For suppliers of natural gas, this dynamics becomes pivotal; as it coincides with increasing supply from US shall production and construction of LNG export terminals in the US gulf coast.  In 2015 alone, the achievements in hydraulic fracturing and horizontal well drilling technology enabled US to produce about 760 billion cubic meters (BCM) of gas, topping Saudi Arabia and Russia, with production capacities of 106BCm and 570BCM respectively. In this wise, it has been projected that by 2020, the United States will become the third largest producer of LNG, following Australia and Qatar (EIA, 2016). This projection derives from the advancement in technology that enabled US to unlock large reserves of energy. Yet, another boost to US LNG supply potential is the expansion of the Panama canal. This importance of this development lies in the geographic location of the Panama canal in relation to the united states, as it offers shorter distances and voyages as well as reduced transit time and hence, shipping cost for US LNG suppliers. This therefore portends no less an impact on the supply side of global LNG market. For instance, global gas price differentials may be impacted by the lower shipping costs, and over time, there may be a reduction in the inter-regional spread in the price. Furthermore, with projected increase in supply into the global LNG market, it is expected that in the long term, prices of deliveries in spot markets especially in the Latin American pacific coast will decline. These essentially, will increase competition among LNG suppliers.  By extension therefore, the flow of gas from exporters will strongly be influenced by the spread between the Asian spot prices and the price at Henry Hub. Hence, Asian LNG price signals may be influenced by Henry Hub price. Given the above scenarios, African LNG producers, may in the future, be scrambling for market. Hence, this study was necessitated to unravel what the challenges might be, and perhaps, proffer plausible options for the continent.
Methods
This study adopted descriptive statistics with trend analysis to espouse the potential changes in the LNG market supply dynamics which may result from expansion of the Panama Canal. This analysis is intended to precipitate a projection of the market share implications such development could portend for African LNG producers. 
Results
The study is expected to showcase the challenges which African LNG producers may encounter as a result of the dynamism that may occur on the supply side of global LNG market. Furthermore, the study will x-ray the geopolitical and geostrategic importance of the Panama Canal to the global LNG market.
Conclusions
The energy (LNG) market will continue to be in a state of flux, occasioned by economic, technological development energy security and geopolitical/geostrategic interest of both LNG consumers and suppliers alike. This dynamism could portend very serious implications for LNG suppliers in Africa. Consequently, it is pertinent that such suppliers understand the trends so as to be able to make informed decisions regarding their stake in the global LNG market.




Authors’ Biography
EXPERIENCE

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Graduate Research Assistant, Emerald Energy Institute(EEI), 
University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria.							2016
· Technical Assistant to Deputy Director- Emerald Energy Institute, 
University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria.							2015-2016
· Research Assistant to the Administrator - Research Africa Professional Platform 
	        University of Port Harcourt.							2012
· Personal Assistant to the Director- Directorate of Planning, Research &
 Statistics, Federal College of Education (T) Omoku, ONELGA, Rivers State      	2009 

	INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED
	CERTIFICATE OBTAINED
	    DATE

	Emerald Energy Institute for Petroleum, Energy Economics, Policy & Strategic Studies, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
	MSc. Energy Economics Policy and Management (Distinction)
	2013-2014
 

	
Institute of Petroleum Studies(UNIPORT)

	
PGD Petroleum Technology & Project Development(Distinction)

	    
2012-2013

	University of Benin, Nigeria
	Bsc. Industrial Chemistry (Second Class Honors, Lower Division)

	    2006-2009


	Federal College of Education(Tech) Omoku, Rivers State
	NCE, Computer Science / Chemistry Education (Credit)

	    2002-2005

	Community Secondary School Obigwe, Omoku ONELGA, Rivers State.

	WASSCE (8 Credits)
	    1995-2001

	Community Primary School, Oboburu, Omoku ONELGA, Rivers State.
	FSLC (Credit)
	   1989-1995



PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES
· Potentials, Challenges and Prospects of Developing West African Gas Market (Nigerian Society of Engineers Annual Conference on the theme: Energy Infrastructure, Policies and Economics. “NSE Land of Promise, 2016”. Tropicana Conference Centre, Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria).
·  Lessons from the Sino-Pakistan Energy Supply Network amid Low Oil Price Regime for Nigeria (Nigerian Society of Engineers Annual Conference on the theme: Energy Infrastructure, Policies and Economics. “NSE Land of Promise, 2016”. Tropicana Conference Centre, Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria).
· Geopolitics of Petroleum Resources and Supply: Implications for Nigeria (9th NAEE/IAEE International Conference, Sheraton Hotels, Abuja - April 24-26, 2016)
	
	



PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION/AWARDS 
· Second Best Paper Presentation, 10th NAEE/IAEE International Conference, PTDF Conference Center, Abuja. April 23-26, 2017.
· Nigerian Association of Energy Economics (MNAEE) - 2016
· Academic Prize for Remarkable Leadership, Institute of Petroleum Studies, 
University of Port Harcourt, Rivers state (2013).
· International Project Management Professionals – Certified Project Manager (2011)
· Nigerian Institute of Safety Professionals(NISP) – AMNISP (2012)
· National Registry of Environmental Professionals – Associate Environmental Professional(2013)
· Best Graduating Student, Department of Computer Science/Chemistry Education, 
Federal College of Education (Technical) Omoku, Rivers State (2005)

