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Overview

A few weeks after President François Hollande election, France organized the nation’s Environmental Conference, which was held in Paris on 14 and 15 September, 2012.

The President set the country an ambitious goal: to make France a nation of environmental excellence by signing up to the international and European frameworks concerning the environmental challenges we face. These challenges are considered as a powerful lever for economic and environmental development, job creation, increased spending power and a competitive advantage for businesses.

The Environmental Conference was underpinned by the principle of dialogue between multiple stakeholders (NGOs, trade unions, employer organizations, local authorities, the State) in addition to the greater involvement of members of parliament. It is complemented by other governmental projects such as the social conference, the next phase of the decentralization process and the competition policy. 
The energy transition strategy is based on two principles: energy efficiency and sobriety, on the one hand, and the priority given to renewable energies, on the other. The second principle implies reducing the proportion nuclear holds in the energy mix, from 75% to 50% by 2025. To determine the most economically and environmentally sound and socially fair way to initiate the energy transition, a nationwide debate on the energy transition in view of introducing a programming bill in 2014 took place in 2013.
Methods

The paper is restituting findings collected in bibliographies, conferences, debates and syntheses.  We are presenting the different stakeholders, their role as organized by the consultation, the various positions to elaborate the concluding documents. These documents are the basis on which the Energy Transition Law is being prepared. The paper describes the latest evolution of the Law prior its vote by the Parliament. As the law implementation is an ongoing process, the presentation will include the up-to-date results of energy economics and policy instruments.
Results

The paper details the various issues identified in a country like France where decisions where taken for decades from Paris administrations. The debate revealed social acceptation concerns and tries to accommodate energy economics and social acceptance. The Parliament vote for the energy transition law is expected in 2014. The presentation will be consistent with the EU energy policy directives, existing economic instruments and changes in supply/demand and T&D issues.
Conclusions

The presentation has identified key findings from the debate setting till June 2014. Conclusions show that many local initiatives are proposed. The ways to research the targeted share of nuclear in power generation are still contrasted and involve solving lots of issues. The regulation is challenged as the current market design may not fit with the proposed solutions. Finally smart grids are likely to become the major degree of freedom allowing stakeholders to identify a balanced solution to consumers, industries and households, compatible with competitiveness, social acceptance and environmental concerns.
The National Council for Energy Transition (CNTE) is preparing the law to be voted by the Parliament. The paper will develop the identified challenges.
